Anthony KirkGreene
19252018







Anthony KirkGreene Memorial
I TNAOIFY {GdzRAS& [/ SYyuNB IyR {0 !
22 November 2018

Anthony KirkGreene passed away on 8 Julyha age of 93. From his arrival in
hEF2NR Ay wMpcT=E KS gFa | NBaLISOGSR |
and African Studies communities. Before this, he spent ten years in the Colonial
Service in Nigeria and was a founding member of staff at Ahmazdio B
University. He is beginown academically for his extraordinary work on the

British colonial service, Hausa language and culture, and conflict in Nigeria. He

also devoted himself to the Colonial Records and Development Records Projects

at Rhodes Houseecuring invaluable new collections for the University.
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Remembering Anthony Kikreene
| RRNX&da o0& tNRTSaAa2N w2aSNI D22RYlIyYy>
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It is particularly lovely to see Helen here this evening. #bsibus that so many
FNASYRa> FrYAfe yR O2fttSI3dzSa KI @S
extraordinary career and multiple contributions. It is a sign of the affection and
respect in which Tony was held.

| want to formally thank on behalif everyone those colleagues in the African
Studies Centre who have made this evening possible, in particular Olly Owen,
David Pratten and Danielle Del Vicario. | know William Beinart would also want
to send his greetings to everyone and say how sorryshidat he is not here
today.

Tony was my college advisor. | first met him in my first week in the college in
October 1982 (36 years ago) when he approached me in the Hall in the Hilda
Besse Building to introduce himself. (In those days there were satigents

that Fellows could easily work out which student was which). For those who do
Y20 (y26z W 2t{tS3S FROA&A2ND A& GKS 0
AY 2GKSNJ LI NG& 2F hEF2NR ¢6+a Ay GKS
in college to whom one can turn for advice on racademic issues. | did not
very often turn to Tony for advice but, when | did, he was always there and it is
hard to imagine a more sympathetic, clear headed, wiser person. Actually, the
time when | most soughhis advice was not when | was a student, but much
later when, in the mieR000s, | was briefly the Acting Warden of the College. But
more about that later.

Tony was born in Tunbridge Wells in 1925 and served as a Captain in the Indian
Army from 194247. Returning to the UK, he went to Cambridge from where he
joined the Colonial Service and went to work in Nigeria where he rose to the
rank of Senior District Commissioner. He was closely involved in establishing a
programme for training Nigerian civil sentarwhich developed into Ahmadu

. Stft2 ' YAOSNEAGE G6KSNB KS GFdAKG F2N
1967¢ originally on a fiveyear fellowshipg and stayed until he retired in 1992.

hiKSNE KSNBE G2RIF& gAff Oeéefif Afrigahaidhis| dzl
influence ¢ both in teaching and researcth on subsequent generations of

Africanists both in Nigeria and in Oxford. | would just like to take a few minutes
G2 Glrt]1 loz2dzi KAa AYyFidzsSyOoS 2y {0 !y
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When Tony arrivedif i ! yi2yeQas (GKS /2ftftS3S g4l
gl a FENBIFIRe (1y26y a GKS Y2al AyidSNYy
of the College, Christine Nicholls tells the story of an African student turning up
at Oxford station and asking Gl EA (2 GF1S KAY (2

 dzG2YFGAOFE & RNERLILISR 27T T bethérrightplace.y 2

In total in 1967, there were still only around 80 students in the college. Indeed,
it had only admitted its first female studentkree years earlier (to be fair it was

the second college to go mixed). African Studies was represented in the person
of just one individual, Kenneth Kirkwood, although there had already been a
number of students who went to be very distinguished Afrisemisuch as Roger
Louis and Terence Ranger.

2 KATS ¢2yeQa LRaAAGAZ2Y ¢+ & 2NAIAYL T
commitment to teaching and research that it was extended several times until,
in 1976, the college made it permanent through to retnent. He took on more

and more roles within the university and the college. He undertook most of the
teaching on the African paper in PPE and half of the teaching of the African paper
taken by undergraduates in History. He was primarily responsible Her t
introduction of the new section on Sitbaharan Africa for the Politics of
Developing Countries PPE paper and the Tropical Africa section for the
Imperialism and Nationalism paper in History. For five years, he was Director of
the Oxford Colonial Record&oject and throughout he taught on the Foreign
Service Programme of which he was director until the arrival of Robert Cassen
in 1985. Much of the time that he was in Oxford, he was actually officially on a
part-time post because there were not enough flato cover the full cost of his
post. Indeed, when he was appointed to a special lectureship in the modern
history of Africa in 1982, there was no salary which came with the post in the
first year because it had just been frozen by a University economg.dviuch

2F ¢2yeQa O02aida RdAdNAYy3I (KAA LISNA2Z2RX
grants he managed to raise. While this state of affairs is not so unusual these
days in Oxford, it was extremely unusual in the 1960s and 1970s.

When Tony formalyS G A NBR FNRY {0 !yi2yeQa A\
volunteered to stay on for an extra year to help run a fundraising campaign
which the College had just launched under the th@arden Ralf Dahrendorf.

t SNKILJA GKS NRES ¥F2N ddyieé&mber TamgRbsesy, (i a
K2SOSNE ¢l a Fa GKS /2ttS3SQa 2AyS (
¢ the year in which the Hilda Besse building was opened with an impressive
cellar in its basemergand remained in it until 1993. He set the policylboying

wine. This essentially was to buy good vintage wine cheap and sell it later at

3




prices which undercut those of wine merchants. He advised the Steward on
which wines to serve at High Table. He organised termly meetings of the Wine
Committee which tok the form of a cold lunch with several wines for tasting.
There were a number of student representatives on the committee; in some
years, elections to be those representatives were was more competitive than
becoming the JCR President itself.

¢ 2 y & (olion ® 8h@ college was such that, on retirement, he made an
arrangement to be kept informed about what was going on in the college which,
as far as | know, was unique. He asked Ralf Dahrendorf, the then Warden, if he
could continue to be sent the Goveng Body minutes in retirement. Ralf,
reluctantly, said that this would not be possible under charities law; the minutes
must be confidential to the current Fellows of the college. Ralf agreed, however,
GKFGZ IAGSY ¢2yeQa SE S hdiuld tebt-with Tary NIJ A
once a term to reportinformally, on what was going on in the college. |
discovered the existence of this commitment to Tony when | took over as Acting
Warden in 2006. One of my fondest memories of that year is of bicycling up to
Davenant Road of an afternoon, taking tea and cake with Tony and Helen, and
then briefing Tony on the latest developments in tleellege. The only
equivalent | can liken it to is the Prime Minister of the Day reporting on
government affairs to the Queenné, like the Queen, Tony dispensed judicious
advice borne of long experience of administration and management. Those
conversations were a real privilege. They also gave me a taste of the famed
hospitality which Tony and Helendhdistributed for many year® the partners

2F @GAaAAUGAY3T | OFRSYAOa UGKNRAAK GKS !y

Above perhaps anything else, Tony will be remembered for his extraordinary
courtesy to all he met whatever their importance or lack @fand his unfailing
care of the stafand students. He was an inveterate writer of notes of thanks
and encouragementn retirement, he spent a lot of time keeping up with how
his students were doing anariting references for them.He was a true
gentleman who, even when illness struck, wagdly and interested in all who
visited.

¢C2yeQa adzZJdIR2NI F2N 0KS O2ftfS3S g4I a ¢
junior research fellowship, travel grants for students to research in African
countries, a prize for dissertations on Africa and a College Governing Body
Fellowship in African 8dlies which was held, until recently, by another much
missed colleague, Raufu Mustapha. It is no surprise that when the African
Studies Centre secured for the first time their own building in Bevington Road
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Like you, I am much looking forward to hearing more about those contributions
Ay GKS (GFrfl1a 6KAOK YIF1S dzLJ 2RIF@Qa ¢

William Beinart Rhodes Professor of Ragelations and Fellow of St
lybdz2yeQa [/ 2ttS853S omopdpr (2 HampoL

Anthony KirkGreene (b.1925) died aged 93 on 8th July. Above all Tony was an
enormously hardworking and committed historian of Africa and of the colonial
era.As a young man he served in the anmyndia, during and immediately after

the war, and then followed a successful career in the Colonial Service in Nigeria
(195060). He also taught as a founding member of staff at Ahmadu Bello
University (196365). This background gave him a lengthy adidtinctive
experience in Africa that few Britidhased Africanists now replicatele learnt
Hausa and he saw colonial rule from the inside in an area where it was relatively
short-lived and constrained.

Tony was in some respects a man of his time andiyemportant ways
transcended thisHe is besknown for his extraordinary knowledge and prolific
writing on the British colonial serviceYet his earlier work especially
demonstrated his ethnographic interests (Adamawa Past and Present, 1958); his
expertise in Hausa language and culture (A Modern Hausa Reader, 1967); and
his concern to explain the complexities of Nigerian civil war and Nigerian politics.
In addition to papers he produced an invaluable sourcebook on Crisis and
Conflict in Nigeria (1978nd an introduction to Nigeria since 1970 (1981). His
work on the colonial service has provided a very valuable resource for scholars
in many fields of African history and, despite his immersion, he could be sharply
critical of individuals and gently satgcal about its structures.

¢c2ye OFYS G2 {4 ! yi3eae@lawshipHe taugt v 2
undergraduates on the African papers for PPE and Modern History and
supervised many students doing topics in African and colonial hididiti.the
strongsupport of College warden Raymond Carr, he was reappointed as a Senior
Research Fellow till retirement in 1992 and he taught enthusiastically
throughout his appointment. He also directed the Foreign Service Programme.
Tony understood and accommodated timereasingly Africanist perspectives in
British and American African Studiék built and nurtured a strong network of
colleagues in the United States as well as Britain and Africa. Throughout his
career, he was a wonderful resource for those studyirgsiMfrica and hosted

a wide range of visitors from Nigeria, till well after retirement, who showed him
great affectionand respect. S KSft LJISR G2 YIS {4 !yl
study of Africa within the University.




hyS 2F ¢2yeQa thy Uriverdiy viaSHislasstiu®ds warkon the
Colonial Records Project at Rhodes House and on its successor, the
Development Records Project, as Director 1880 He wrote countless letters,
organised workshops and meetings and succeeded in regeneratiisg th
unparalleled archive with a large number of collections, particularly relating to
agriculture, education and medicin@s just one small example of this legacy,
papers were secured on education in colonial Nigeria including material from
British teaches at Umuahia College, the leading school in seaatbtern Nigeria.
These and other materials in Oxford provided a rich resource for a recent prize
winning study by (former SAM) Terri Ochiaga about Chinua Achebe and his

friends in their youth and the makid 2 F bAISNALF Q& FANREI{

giants.

When | first came to the College in 1997, Tony was a supportive member of the
African Studies seminar and programrie attended many Thursday seminars
and made an effort to get to know a new generation of staff and graduate
students studying Africade was particularly generous in supporting a junior
research fellowship, travel grants for students to research in African countries,
as well as a prize for dissertations on AfrMéen we established a full African
Studies Centre in the university for tffiest time (2002), with continuing close
links to the College, and were eventually able to secure a building, we named a
KFTkDNBSY S aSYAVYIl NJ NP 2 Ysustahedsitpapge BnAkidcak 2 y
Studies.He contributed important building block®uring his time at the
College, there were two or three Fellows specialising in Afficare are now 8

or 9 with such expertiseRaufu Mustapha; sadly recently deceasegl David
Pratten and Wale Adebanwi have ensured that Nigeria specifically remains an
important focus of attention at the College.

Muhammad Sanusi Il, COEmir of Kano
November 22, 208

Anthony KTkDNB Sy SQ&a A& || K2dzaSK2fR yIl YS
recently, civil service circles. A former leimge colonial administrative officer
who served as a lecturer at the Ahmadu Bello University, his contributions to
Hausa Studies, Negan ¢ particularly Northern Nigeriarg history, Nigerian
politics and the study of the civil war are unrivaled. | have no doubt that many
who are more competent than me will provide an overview of his prodigal
intellectual oeuvre including the significaamtademic output of students under
his supervision. His work on the Emirate and Native Authority system in
Northern Nigeria remains valuable to this day. Students of History will remain
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indebted to him for his painstaking devotionThe Travels of Bartlwho visited
Kano in the days of Emir Usman |

My academic background is in Economics and Islamic Law. My contact with Kirk

DNESYySQa oNAGAY3I GKSNBEF2NB OFYS I (8§

history, Africa Studies, Hausa Studies or Political nEeie My earliest

recollection would be the late 1990s when | developed an interest in Philosophy
and, specifically, Ethics. Going through a book that was a collection of pieces on
African Philosophy which covered a wide range including for example Father

Placide Tempels and Bantu Philosophy, | read-BiS Sy S Q 8utdmmIi A Of

Kirki: The Concept of the good man in Hauswas a short piece but for me it
was profound. This was a time in Nigeria when religion had become politicized.
Northern politicians NB | £ f | yy2dzy OAy3 GKS aLYL
country had become polarized and the politics of ethnic and religious difference
was gaining ascendancy. Some of us were concerned about the implications of
the new demagoguery for the unity of theountry and stability and
development of the North. Starting around 1999 and for several years thereafter

| found myself involved in a furious and engaging debate with politicians, Muslim
scholars and religious intellectuals on the meaning of being a Musknmulti
cultural and multireligious setting and in this century. What in fact does it mean
G2 06S | &a322Ré¢ adaAaftAY |yR K2g¢ Aa 0f
person? The article by Kitkreene and some similar writingsuch as various
works ofthe Ghanaian philosopher Anthomyyes, Anthonyl¢ Kwame Appiah
were pivotal to framing my worldiew and sharpening my arguments. Sadly, we
are seeing the consequence of intransigence and extremism today with the
north of Nigeria falling far behind the sduin all development indices. The
discourse of religion eclipsed the discourse of development and politicians have
privileged religious propaganda over delivering on education, nutrition, health
and the rights of women. Today, as Emir of Kano, his mankswadrhistory and
politics are going to be essential reading for my intellectual development, as we
continue the struggle for hearts and minds and retrace our steps and focus on
the issues that really matter.

The reason | am qualified to write this tribute, however, is not any pretentious
claim of expertise as a Kikreene scholar. It is a simple one. | own all of-Kirk
DNESySQa ftAONINE® | SNBE Ad (GKS ai2NEd
The palaces in the North historically kept librariesdaarchives where
manuscripts¢ some @ing back centurieg were kept think Timbuktu). That
tradition of palaces being repositories of knowledger let us say of culture in

its broadest and richest sengéhas disappeared for the most part, with culture
being limited to trumpets and drumming and horses and customs and traditions.
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In Kano in the early sixties, my late grandfather, Emir Muhammadu Sanusi 1,
took a decision that would have momentous consequences. Concerned that
thousands of manuscripts were lyifgllow in theinner recesses of the palace
and scholars had no access to thdm had them brought out and given to what
was then called the Judicial School in Shahuci so that the wealth of knowledge
therein would be available to students. These booksensatalogued by Murray
Last &nd | believe he mentia@dto me that he did this under the supervision of
KirkkGreene or John Hunwick cannot recall exactly now). In any case this
wonderful idea had a tragic end. Those manuscripts were not well preserved
and at some point were said to have been burnt in a fire in the school. Hundreds
of yearsof knowledge gone up in smoke.

One of my dreams has always been to return the palace to being a centre of
learning. By the time | became Emir in 2014 | owned a reddenaumber of

books mainly in economics, development, Islamic studies and philosophy. | had
a dream of building a library in the palace which people could use for reading

and research thus combining the legacy principle of palaces as repositories of

knowledge with Emir Sanuéa @A &AA 2y 2 F of koowiedge Myl 2
thinking was to start something and hope that subsequent emirs would keep
adding to the collection uiit at some point in the futurehte Kano Palace
becomes like Timbuktuscholars wold troop there to have access to these
books. But | wanted the liary to focus largely on Africand Islam.

Not long after my ascension tine throne | bounced this ideafoProfessor
Murray Last. To my surprise he became very exciteceasduraged me to start
immediately. He could see exactly what | was thinking and agreed that this
would be a key defining moment in palace history and a legacy worthy of leaving
behind. | then requested him to look out for any collections on sale thatltico
buy for the Palace Library. Murray mentioned that he was aware that the
collection of books left behind by John Hunwick of Northwestern was available.
Sadly, by the time we reached out to his family we were informed that the
collection had gone. Bwte were soon alerted about twodatlections that were
likely to ke available; that of David Kimble and that of Kitkreene. | could think

of no better collections in an Africa Studies Library. Kimble had a large collection
covering all of Africa and mainly tipest-colonial period, including a huge stock

of journals. This wdd be very well complemented lgirkDNE Sy SQa 02 {
that covered largely the preolonial, colonial and independence period with a
strong bias tahe Sahel and the British and Frenchoowes. Old books like the
manuscripts of Mungo Park and the entire collection of Barth would be difficult
to find elsewhere. Although the library has not been built, we set out these
collections in addition to my own books in the form of libraries in ssv@oms

8




in the palace. | amroud to say, thanks to Ki&reene that it would be difficult
now to find a single private collection on Africa Studies that can match what we
already have in the Kano Palace.
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Libraryin Kano

The books are being catalogued. The planiStb IS GKSY | a (0KS
library, under the management of the Bayero University, Kano. When this
process is complete the books will be available as part of BUK Library assets in
0KS 9YANRA tlFflFOS 6KAOK gAff wilBavd NI
librarians in the palace in charge of the books and in the future we hope to have
reading rooms, an auditorium for academic conferen@sinual Emiof Kano
International Conference on Africa and Islam which we hope to hold around the
durbarsof Eid el Fitr and Eid el Kabir).

Anthony KirkGreene spent his life in the service of our lands. | can think of no
better place for his collection to rest. Centuries from now, when hopefully this
library will have millions of volumes, the KiBteene ctlection will remain at its
core. Already these books have become a tourist attraction. The collection is
now the most unique and iconic element of the palace and pictures of the library
have been all over the social media.
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On this day | say thank you Rrofessor KidGreene angdwherever you are, |
hope you are seeing your collection inn he palace built by Muhammadu Rumfa
in the fourteenth Century. And | hope you are smiling with joy.

Two memories of Tony Kirksreene
By Insa Nolte University of Birmingham Kirk-Greene JRK2001), ASAUK
President(2014-16)

a® YSY2NRSa 2F ¢2ye |NB ftAy1SR (2
Oxford, whereld SY STAUSR FTNRY ¢2yeQa adzLJLi2 NJ
Association ofthe UK (ASAUK), which | joined some years after Tony had served
Fa A0& tNBAARSY(Id |1 26SOSNE Ay ¢2yeQ
reversed, and so | will first reflect on his contribution to the ASAUK and then
move on to my memoriesof hima®aSy S¥l OG2NJ I YR YSy (2N
Ffaz2z ftft2¢6a YS G2 AtftdzYAylrdS o62yS |
my own encounters with him.

¢t2yeQa O2yidNRodziA2Y (2 GKS !1'{!!'Y NI
with Africa and his ability to move freely in very different Africanist circles.
Following Nigerian independencetime 1960s, Tony had moved from a career

as a colonial officer to @&¢tureship at Ahmadu Bello University in Nigeria, and
KS 22AYSR {0 !'vyaz2zyeqQa | FGSNI KA& NB
understanding of northern Nigeria that was matched by very few scholars of his
generation, Tony published widely, contributing ttebates about Hausa
concepts and etymology as well as Nigerian history and politics. Tony
understood his handsn knowledge of the colonial service as an intellectual
resource, and contributed to the retrospective assessment of colonial rule
through an empasis on archiving and publishing relevant materials, as well as

0 KNRdzZAK KAA 26y Lzt AOFGA2yas FTNRBY
TKS aAl S 2F GKS . NRAGAAK O2f 2y Al f &SNJ
book Symbol of Authiaty: The British District Officer in Afri€2006).

¢2yeQa Sy3arasSySyid sAGK bAISNAL SESY
new academic field of African Studies, which emphasized interdisciplinarity and
privileged the experiences and perspective&\bicans rather than their former
European rulers. In British universities, these new academic approaches were
institutionally represented in the African Studies Association of the UK (ASAUK).
But while many scholars of Africa in the 1960s and 1970s esmpdththe break

with the colonial past, institutions central to the presence of Africa in UK public
life, such as the Royal African Society, were then still dominated by men whose
RA&GLIZAAGAZY A BSNB aKFLISR o0& . NRisl Ay
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characteristic politeness and tact, was perfectly situated to build personal and
professional networks that emphasised the shared interest in Africa. By the
1980s the ASAUK and the Royal African Society collaborated increasingly closely
andthus contridzi SR G2 (KS 2@SNIff GAAAOATL AL
process was recognized when he was elected as President of the African Studies
Association in 19880. Reflecting the mutually supportive relationship between

the two associations, he s served as the Vice President of the Royal African
Society.

¢ 2 y & Qéng dedichti®n to African Studies in the UK was honoured by the
ASAUK when he was presented with the 2005 Distinguished Africanist Award.
The prize ceremony was held during the 08SAUK conference at the School

of Oriental and African Studies in London, and as Tony was recovering at the
time, he unfortunately had to be absent. However, he did of course send in a
gracious acceptance speech, which | was delighted to read out due adf.

. @& OKIFG GAYS L KFER 0S02YS |y I OFRSYA
When | spent part of my PhD at the University of Ibadan in $397earnt that

after his formal retirement in 1992, Tony had brought together many of the best
scholas of Nigerian politics to produce a book entitl€cansition Without End:
Nigerian Politics and Civil Society Under Baban(i€@7). Ceedited by Tony,
Larry Diamond and Oyeleye Oyedirdinansition Without Endemains one of

the most incisive analyses Rigerian politics in the 1990s.

But most of all, Tony had a profound influence on my academic career because
F2NJ I ydzYoSNJ 2F &SI NARA KS TFdzy RSR | Wq
completed my thesis in 1999, when African Studies seemed very rauch
declining subject, and | decided to give myself until graduation in Summer 2000
to find a post or fellowship at a university. If that did not work out my plan was
to retrain as a secondary school teacher. As graduation passed without a
credible academipost in sight, | allowed myself one more application before
0KS adFNI 2F (GKS aOKz22ft @SN Ay { S|
infformed me that | had been awarded the K@keene Junior Research
Fellowship in Tropical African Studies arrived ity weeks to go before the
start of what would have been a very different life.

It was during my months as a KBkNS Sy S WwcC Fad {0 ! yi2)
to know Tony in person. It was then that | learned that in addition to being a
deeply committel and insightful scholar, he was an unfailingly kind and
generous human being. | do not think he ever allowed me to pay for a drink or
food taken in his company, despite the fact that he had already funded the JRF
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| held. Equally, I never left his house alfice without a present, and as his
presents were always books or article offprints they were doubly appreciated.

Tony was also generous in other ways. When mentioned that, as very generously
stipulated in the JRF contract, | would attend my first dmneollege, he clearly
realised that there was a chance that my German upbringing had not fully
prepared me for all aspects of the Oxford experience. | remember being a little
perplexed when he pointed out to me the finer details of polite academic
exchange and advised me never to interfere with the directions of travel of
alcoholic beverages. It was only later that | understood Wieahad tried, in the

most polite and indirect manner possible, to communicate to me.

Tony was a remarkable man whocsessfully combined the roles of colonial
administrator, academic institution builder, and scholar, but above all else he
was unfailingly polite and generous. Whether we look back at his life with
admiration or with gratitude, his was a life well lived.

Barnaby Philips, former student of Ahbny KirkGreene and former BBC
correspondent

To have been taught African colonial history by a man who helped to implement
British imperial rule was an extraordinary experience, and one that is no longer
possible. Anthony Kirereene lovedeaching African history, but above all he

loved teaching about Nigeria, and in particular northern Nigeria. Like many
British colonial administrators, | think he left his heart there. Some years after |

f STl hEFT2NRZ L 0650l YS tidadtravelled idelyib A 3 $
KGO KS FTYR KAa O2ffSI3dzSa dzaSR G2 Qg

in conversations with retired Nigerian civil servants in their GRA gardens, in
encounters with Fulani herdsmen, | had a little insight into AgitltoQa & 2 N
Belatedly, | understood the gleam in his eye during tutorials when he managed
to steer the conversation back to Northern Nigeria. Of course, Anthony was a
man of his time, but he was no rigid apologist for empire, and gracious and
affable whenrOK | £ €t SYaSR® LQY adadAtt FlLaoOAayl
LQY a2 OSNB INI GSFdA G2 !'yiKz2ye F2NJ
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