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Anthony Kirk-Greene Memorial 

!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ 

22 November 2018 

 

Anthony Kirk-Greene passed away on 8 July at the age of 93. From his arrival in 
hȄŦƻǊŘ ƛƴ мфстΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ 
and African Studies communities. Before this, he spent ten years in the Colonial 
Service in Nigeria and was a founding member of staff at Ahmadu Bello 
University. He is best-known academically for his extraordinary work on the 
British colonial service, Hausa language and culture, and conflict in Nigeria. He 
also devoted himself to the Colonial Records and Development Records Projects 
at Rhodes House, securing invaluable new collections for the University. 

 

Introduction: 

wƻƎŜǊ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΣ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΣ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
Wale Adebanwi, Director, African Studies Centre 
 
Speakers: 

Insa Nolte, University of Birmingham, outgoing ASAUK President & former Kirk-
Greene Fellow 
John Smith CBE, formerly Northern Region Government, & Institute of 
Administration, Zaria. 
Lucy McCann, University of Oxford, archivist and collaborator 
Murray Last, Professor Emeritus, University College, London 
Vincent Hiribarren, KingΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ-Eastern Nigeria 
HRH Muhammad Sanusi II, CON,  the Emir of Kano.  
 
Messages, tributes, comments and questions, chaired by Olly Owen 
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Remembering Anthony Kirk-Greene 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ōȅ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ wƻƎŜǊ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΣ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

!ǎ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
It is particularly lovely to see Helen here this evening. It is fabulous that so many 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ 
extraordinary career and multiple contributions. It is a sign of the affection and 
respect in which Tony was held.  

I want to formally thank on behalf of everyone those colleagues in the African 
Studies Centre who have made this evening possible, in particular Olly Owen, 
David Pratten and Danielle Del Vicario.  I know William Beinart would also want 
to send his greetings to everyone and say how sorry he is that he is not here 
today.  

Tony was my college advisor. I first met him in my first week in the college in 
October 1982 (36 years ago) when he approached me in the Hall in the Hilda 
Besse Building to introduce himself. (In those days there were so few students 
that Fellows could easily work out which student was which). For those who do 
ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ Ψ/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ hȄŦƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ΨƳƻǊŀƭ ǘǳǘƻǊΩΥ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
in college to whom one can turn for advice on non-academic issues. I did not 
very often turn to Tony for advice but, when I did, he was always there and it is 
hard to imagine a more sympathetic, clear headed, wiser person. Actually, the 
time when I most sought his advice was not when I was a student, but much 
later when, in the mid-2000s, I was briefly the Acting Warden of the College. But 
more about that later. 

Tony was born in Tunbridge Wells in 1925 and served as a Captain in the Indian 
Army from 1943-47. Returning to the UK, he went to Cambridge from where he 
joined the Colonial Service and went to work in Nigeria where he rose to the 
rank of Senior District Commissioner. He was closely involved in establishing a 
programme for training Nigerian civil servants which developed into Ahmadu 
.Ŝƭƭƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴ 
1967 ς originally on a five-year fellowship ς and stayed until he retired in 1992.  

hǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŎŀǊeer in Africa and his 
influence ς both in teaching and research ς on subsequent generations of 
Africanists both in Nigeria and in Oxford. I would just like to take a few minutes 
ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 
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When Tony arrived in {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ōǳǘ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦ hȄŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
of the College, Christine Nicholls tells the story of an African student turning up 
at Oxford station and asking ŀ ǘŀȄƛ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ be the right place.  

In total in 1967, there were still only around 80 students in the college. Indeed, 
it had only admitted its first female students three years earlier (to be fair it was 
the second college to go mixed). African Studies was represented in the person 
of just one individual, Kenneth Kirkwood, although there had already been a 
number of students who went to be very distinguished Africanists, such as Roger 
Louis and Terence Ranger. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
commitment to teaching and research that it was extended several times until, 
in 1976, the college made it permanent through to retirement. He took on more 
and more roles within the university and the college. He undertook most of the 
teaching on the African paper in PPE and half of the teaching of the African paper 
taken by undergraduates in History. He was primarily responsible for the 
introduction of the new section on Sub-Saharan Africa for the Politics of 
Developing Countries PPE paper and the Tropical Africa section for the 
Imperialism and Nationalism paper in History. For five years, he was Director of 
the Oxford Colonial Records Project and throughout he taught on the Foreign 
Service Programme of which he was director until the arrival of Robert Cassen 
in 1985. Much of the time that he was in Oxford, he was actually officially on a 
part-time post because there were not enough funds to cover the full cost of his 
post. Indeed, when he was appointed to a special lectureship in the modern 
history of Africa in 1982, there was no salary which came with the post in the 
first year because it had just been frozen by a University economy drive. Much 
ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
grants he managed to raise. While this state of affairs is not so unusual these 
days in Oxford, it was extremely unusual in the 1960s and 1970s. 

When Tony formally rŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴ мффнΣ ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
volunteered to stay on for an extra year to help run a fundraising campaign 
which the College had just launched under the then-Warden Ralf Dahrendorf. 

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ may remember Tony best, 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ²ƛƴŜ CŜƭƭƻǿΦ IŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ мфтл 
ς the year in which the Hilda Besse building was opened with an impressive 
cellar in its basement ς and remained in it until 1993. He set the policy for buying 
wine. This essentially was to buy good vintage wine cheap and sell it later at 
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prices which undercut those of wine merchants. He advised the Steward on 
which wines to serve at High Table. He organised termly meetings of the Wine 
Committee which took the form of a cold lunch with several wines for tasting. 
There were a number of student representatives on the committee; in some 
years, elections to be those representatives were was more competitive than 
becoming the JCR President itself.  

¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŘŜǾotion to the college was such that, on retirement, he made an 
arrangement to be kept informed about what was going on in the college which, 
as far as I know, was unique. He asked Ralf Dahrendorf, the then Warden, if he 
could continue to be sent the Governing Body minutes in retirement. Ralf, 
reluctantly, said that this would not be possible under charities law; the minutes 
must be confidential to the current Fellows of the college. Ralf agreed, however, 
ǘƘŀǘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ he would meet with Tony 
once a term to report, informally, on what was going on in the college. I 
discovered the existence of this commitment to Tony when I took over as Acting 
Warden in 2006. One of my fondest memories of that year is of bicycling up to 
Davenant Road of an afternoon, taking tea and cake with Tony and Helen, and 
then briefing Tony on the latest developments in the college. The only 
equivalent I can liken it to is the Prime Minister of the Day reporting on 
government affairs to the Queen. And, like the Queen, Tony dispensed judicious 
advice borne of long experience of administration and management. Those 
conversations were a real privilege. They also gave me a taste of the famed 
hospitality which Tony and Helen had distributed for many years to the partners 
ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ bŜǿŎƻƳŜǊǎ /ƭǳōΦ  

Above perhaps anything else, Tony will be remembered for his extraordinary 
courtesy to all he met ς whatever their importance or lack of ς and his unfailing 
care of the staff and students. He was an inveterate writer of notes of thanks 
and encouragement. In retirement, he spent a lot of time keeping up with how 
his students were doing and writing references for them.  He was a true 
gentleman who, even when illness struck, was kindly and interested in all who 
visited. 

¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǎǘƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ 
junior research fellowship, travel grants for students to research in African 
countries, a prize for dissertations on Africa and a College Governing Body 
Fellowship in African Studies which was held, until recently, by another much-
missed colleague, Raufu Mustapha. It is no surprise that when the African 
Studies Centre secured for the first time their own building in Bevington Road 
ǘƘŜȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨYƛǊƪ-Greene seƳƛƴŀǊ ǊƻƻƳΩ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  
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Like you, I am much looking forward to hearing more about those contributions 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ  

 

William Beinart, Rhodes Professor of Race Relations and Fellow of St 
!ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ όмффт ǘƻ нлмрύ 

Anthony Kirk-Greene (b.1925) died aged 93 on 8th July.  Above all Tony was an 
enormously hardworking and committed historian of Africa and of the colonial 
era. As a young man he served in the army in India, during and immediately after 
the war, and then followed a successful career in the Colonial Service in Nigeria 
(1950-60). He also taught as a founding member of staff at Ahmadu Bello 
University (1961-65). This background gave him a lengthy and distinctive 
experience in Africa that few British-based Africanists now replicate. He learnt 
Hausa and he saw colonial rule from the inside in an area where it was relatively 
short-lived and constrained. 

Tony was in some respects a man of his time and yet in important ways 
transcended this. He is best-known for his extraordinary knowledge and prolific 
writing on the British colonial service. Yet his earlier work especially 
demonstrated his ethnographic interests (Adamawa Past and Present, 1958); his 
expertise in Hausa language and culture (A Modern Hausa Reader, 1967); and 
his concern to explain the complexities of Nigerian civil war and Nigerian politics. 
In addition to papers he produced an invaluable sourcebook on Crisis and 
Conflict in Nigeria (1971) and an introduction to Nigeria since 1970 (1981).  His 
work on the colonial service has provided a very valuable resource for scholars 
in many fields of African history and, despite his immersion, he could be sharply 
critical of individuals and gently sceptical about its structures. 

¢ƻƴȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴ мфст ƻƴ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ-year fellowship. He taught 
undergraduates on the African papers for PPE and Modern History and 
supervised many students doing topics in African and colonial history. With the 
strong support of College warden Raymond Carr, he was reappointed as a Senior 
Research Fellow till retirement in 1992 and he taught enthusiastically 
throughout his appointment.  He also directed the Foreign Service Programme.  
Tony understood and accommodated the increasingly Africanist perspectives in 
British and American African Studies. He built and nurtured a strong network of 
colleagues in the United States as well as Britain and Africa. Throughout his 
career, he was a wonderful resource for those studying West Africa and hosted 
a wide range of visitors from Nigeria, till well after retirement, who showed him 
great affection and respect. IŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
study of Africa within the University. 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ the University was his assiduous work on the 
Colonial Records Project at Rhodes House and on its successor, the 
Development Records Project, as Director 1980-84.  He wrote countless letters, 
organised workshops and meetings and succeeded in regenerating this 
unparalleled archive with a large number of collections, particularly relating to 
agriculture, education and medicine. As just one small example of this legacy, 
papers were secured on education in colonial Nigeria including material from 
British teachers at Umuahia College, the leading school in south-eastern Nigeria. 
These and other materials in Oxford provided a rich resource for a recent prize-
winning study by (former SAM) Terri Ochiaga about Chinua Achebe and his 
friends in their youth and the makiƴƎ ƻŦ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ 
giants.     

When I first came to the College in 1997, Tony was a supportive member of the 
African Studies seminar and programme. He attended many Thursday seminars 
and made an effort to get to know a new generation of staff and graduate 
students studying Africa. He was particularly generous in supporting a junior 
research fellowship, travel grants for students to research in African countries, 
as well as a prize for dissertations on Africa. When we established a full African 
Studies Centre in the university for the first time (2002), with continuing close 
links to the College, and were eventually able to secure a building, we named a 
Kirk-DǊŜŜƴŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ sustained support for African 
Studies. He contributed important building blocks. During his time at the 
College, there were two or three Fellows specialising in Africa. There are now 8 
or 9 with such expertise. Raufu Mustapha ς sadly recently deceased ς David 
Pratten and Wale Adebanwi have ensured that Nigeria specifically remains an 
important focus of attention at the College. 

 

Muhammad Sanusi II, CON, Emir of Kano 
November 22, 2018 

Anthony Kirk-DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
recently, civil service circles. A former long-time colonial administrative officer 
who served as a lecturer at the Ahmadu Bello University, his contributions to 
Hausa Studies, Nigerian ς particularly Northern Nigerian ς history, Nigerian 
politics and the study of the civil war are unrivaled. I have no doubt that many 
who are more competent than me will provide an overview of his prodigal 
intellectual oeuvre including the significant academic output of students under 
his supervision. His work on the Emirate and Native Authority system in 
Northern Nigeria remains valuable to this day. Students of History will remain 
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indebted to him for his painstaking devotion to The Travels of Barth, who visited 
Kano in the days of Emir Usman I.  

My academic background is in Economics and Islamic Law. My contact with Kirk-
DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ 
history, Africa Studies, Hausa Studies or Political Science. My earliest 
recollection would be the late 1990s when I developed an interest in Philosophy 
and, specifically, Ethics. Going through a book that was a collection of pieces on 
African Philosophy which covered a wide range including for example Father 
Placide Tempels and Bantu Philosophy, I read Kirk-DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ Mutumin 
Kirki: The Concept of the good man in Hausa. It was a short piece but for me it 
was profound. This was a time in Nigeria when religion had become politicized. 
Northern politicians wŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άLƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀƘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
country had become polarized and the politics of ethnic and religious difference 
was gaining ascendancy. Some of us were concerned about the implications of 
the new demagoguery for the unity of the country and stability and 
development of the North. Starting around 1999 and for several years thereafter 
I found myself involved in a furious and engaging debate with politicians, Muslim 
scholars and religious intellectuals on the meaning of being a Muslim in a multi-
cultural and multi-religious setting and in this century. What in fact does it mean 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƎƻƻŘέ aǳǎƭƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
person? The article by Kirk-Greene and some similar writings (such as various 
works of the Ghanaian philosopher Anthony ς yes, Anthony! ς Kwame Appiah 
were pivotal to framing my world-view and sharpening my arguments. Sadly, we 
are seeing the consequence of intransigence and extremism today with the 
north of Nigeria falling far behind the south in all development indices. The 
discourse of religion eclipsed the discourse of development and politicians have 
privileged religious propaganda over delivering on education, nutrition, health 
and the rights of women. Today, as Emir of Kano, his many works of history and 
politics are going to be essential reading for my intellectual development, as we 
continue the struggle for hearts and minds and retrace our steps and focus on 
the issues that really matter. 

The reason I am qualified to write this tribute, however, is not any pretentious 
claim of expertise as a Kirk-Greene scholar. It is a simple one. I own all of Kirk-
DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  

The palaces in the North historically kept libraries and archives where 
manuscripts ς some going back centuries ς were kept (think Timbuktu). That 
tradition of palaces being repositories of knowledge ς or let us say of culture in 
its broadest and richest sense ς has disappeared for the most part, with culture 
being limited to trumpets and drumming and horses and customs and traditions. 
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In Kano in the early sixties, my late grandfather, Emir Muhammadu Sanusi 1, 
took a decision that would have momentous consequences. Concerned that 
thousands of manuscripts were lying fallow in the inner recesses of the palace 
and scholars had no access to them, he had them brought out and given to what 
was then called the Judicial School in Shahuci so that the wealth of knowledge 
therein would be available to students. These books were catalogued by Murray 
Last (and I believe he mentioned to me that he did this under the supervision of 
Kirk-Greene or John Hunwick, I cannot recall exactly now). In any case this 
wonderful idea had a tragic end. Those manuscripts were not well preserved 
and at some point were said to have been burnt in a fire in the school. Hundreds 
of years of knowledge gone up in smoke.  

One of my dreams has always been to return the palace to being a centre of 
learning. By the time I became Emir in 2014 I owned a reasonable number of 
books mainly in economics, development, Islamic studies and philosophy. I had 
a dream of building a library in the palace which people could use for reading 
and research thus combining the legacy principle of palaces as repositories of 
knowledge with Emir Sanusi IΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƻƭ of knowledge. My 
thinking was to start something and hope that subsequent emirs would keep 
adding to the collection until at some point in the future the Kano Palace 
becomes like Timbuktu; scholars would troop there to have access to these 
books. But I wanted the library to focus largely on Africa and Islam.  
 
Not long after my ascension to the throne I bounced this idea off Professor 
Murray Last. To my surprise he became very excited and encouraged me to start 
immediately. He could see exactly what I was thinking and agreed that this 
would be a key defining moment in palace history and a legacy worthy of leaving 
behind. I then requested him to look out for any collections on sale that I could 
buy for the Palace Library. Murray mentioned that he was aware that the 
collection of books left behind by John Hunwick of Northwestern was available. 
Sadly, by the time we reached out to his family we were informed that the 
collection had gone. But we were soon alerted about two collections that were 
likely to be available ς that of David Kimble and that of Kirk-Greene. I could think 
of no better collections in an Africa Studies Library. Kimble had a large collection 
covering all of Africa and mainly the post-colonial period, including a huge stock 
of journals. This would be very well complemented by Kirk-DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
that covered largely the pre-colonial, colonial and independence period with a 
strong bias to the Sahel and the British and French colonies. Old books like the 
manuscripts of Mungo Park and the entire collection of Barth would be difficult 
to find elsewhere. Although the library has not been built, we set out these 
collections in addition to my own books in the form of libraries in several rooms 
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in the palace. I am proud to say, thanks to Kirk-Greene that it would be difficult 
now to find a single private collection on Africa Studies that can match what we 
already have in the Kano Palace.  
 

 

Library in Kano 

The books are being catalogued. The plan is to lŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƳƛǊΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ 
library, under the management of the Bayero University, Kano. When this 
process is complete the books will be available as part of BUK Library assets in 
ǘƘŜ 9ƳƛǊΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ will have 
librarians in the palace in charge of the books and in the future we hope to have 
reading rooms, an auditorium for academic conferences (Bi-annual Emir of Kano 
International Conference on Africa and Islam which we hope to hold around the 
durbars of Eid el Fitr and Eid el Kabir).  

Anthony Kirk-Greene spent his life in the service of our lands. I can think of no 
better place for his collection to rest. Centuries from now, when hopefully this 
library will have millions of volumes, the Kirk-Greene collection will remain at its 
core. Already these books have become a tourist attraction. The collection is 
now the most unique and iconic element of the palace and pictures of the library 
have been all over the social media.  
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On this day I say thank you to Professor Kirk-Greene and, wherever you are, I 
hope you are seeing your collection inn he palace built by Muhammadu Rumfa 
in the fourteenth Century. And I hope you are smiling with joy.  

 

Two memories of Tony Kirk-Greene 
By Insa Nolte, University of Birmingham, Kirk-Greene JRF (2001), ASAUK 
President (2014-16) 

aȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΤ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
Oxford, where I ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 
Association of the UK (ASAUK), which I joined some years after Tony had served 
ŀǎ ƛǘǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
reversed, and so I will first reflect on his contribution to the ASAUK and then 
move on to my memories of him as a ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜ όƻƴŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦύ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
my own encounters with him. 

¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !{!¦Y ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
with Africa and his ability to move freely in very different Africanist circles. 
Following Nigerian independence in the 1960s, Tony had moved from a career 
as a colonial officer to a lectureship at Ahmadu Bello University in Nigeria, and 
ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƛƴ мфстΦ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
understanding of northern Nigeria that was matched by very few scholars of his 
generation, Tony published widely, contributing to debates about Hausa 
concepts and etymology as well as Nigerian history and politics. Tony 
understood his hands-on knowledge of the colonial service as an intellectual 
resource, and contributed to the retrospective assessment of colonial rule 
through an emphasis on archiving and publishing relevant materials, as well as 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢Ƙƛƴ ²ƘƛǘŜ [ƛƴŜΥ 
TƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ ό!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ мфулύ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
book Symbol of Authority: The British District Officer in Africa (2006).  

¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
new academic field of African Studies, which emphasized interdisciplinarity and 
privileged the experiences and perspectives of Africans rather than their former 
European rulers. In British universities, these new academic approaches were 
institutionally represented in the African Studies Association of the UK (ASAUK). 
But while many scholars of Africa in the 1960s and 1970s emphasized the break 
with the colonial past, institutions central to the presence of Africa in UK public 
life, such as the Royal African Society, were then still dominated by men whose 
ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢ƻƴȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙis 
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characteristic politeness and tact, was perfectly situated to build personal and 
professional networks that emphasised the shared interest in Africa. By the 
1980s the ASAUK and the Royal African Society collaborated increasingly closely 
and thus contribǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
process was recognized when he was elected as President of the African Studies 
Association in 1988-90. Reflecting the mutually supportive relationship between 
the two associations, he also served as the Vice President of the Royal African 
Society.  

¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ-long dedication to African Studies in the UK was honoured by the 
ASAUK when he was presented with the 2005 Distinguished Africanist Award. 
The prize ceremony was held during the 2006 ASAUK conference at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies in London, and as Tony was recovering at the 
time, he unfortunately had to be absent. However, he did of course send in a 
gracious acceptance speech, which I was delighted to read out on his behalf.  

.ȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 
When I spent part of my PhD at the University of Ibadan in 1997-8, I learnt that, 
after his formal retirement in 1992, Tony had brought together many of the best 
scholars of Nigerian politics to produce a book entitled Transition Without End: 
Nigerian Politics and Civil Society Under Babangida (1997). Co-edited by Tony, 
Larry Diamond and Oyeleye Oyediran, Transition Without End remains one of 
the most incisive analyses of Nigerian politics in the 1990s.  

But most of all, Tony had a profound influence on my academic career because 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀ WǳƴƛƻǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎΦ L 
completed my thesis in 1999, when African Studies seemed very much a 
declining subject, and I decided to give myself until graduation in Summer 2000 
to find a post or fellowship at a university. If that did not work out my plan was 
to retrain as a secondary school teacher. As graduation passed without a 
credible academic post in sight, I allowed myself one more application before 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
informed me that I had been awarded the Kirk-Greene Junior Research 
Fellowship in Tropical African Studies arrived with only weeks to go before the 
start of what would have been a very different life.  

It was during my months as a Kirk-DǊŜŜƴŜ WwC ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴ нллм ǘƘŀǘ L Ǝƻǘ 
to know Tony in person. It was then that I learned that in addition to being a 
deeply committed and insightful scholar, he was an unfailingly kind and 
generous human being. I do not think he ever allowed me to pay for a drink or 
food taken in his company, despite the fact that he had already funded the JRF 
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I held. Equally, I never left his house or office without a present, and as his 
presents were always books or article offprints they were doubly appreciated.  

Tony was also generous in other ways. When mentioned that, as very generously 
stipulated in the JRF contract, I would attend my first dinner in college, he clearly 
realised that there was a chance that my German upbringing had not fully 
prepared me for all aspects of the Oxford experience. I remember being a little 
perplexed when he pointed out to me the finer details of polite academic 
exchange and advised me never to interfere with the directions of travel of 
alcoholic beverages. It was only later that I understood what he had tried, in the 
most polite and indirect manner possible, to communicate to me.  

Tony was a remarkable man who successfully combined the roles of colonial 
administrator, academic institution builder, and scholar, but above all else he 
was unfailingly polite and generous. Whether we look back at his life with 
admiration or with gratitude, his was a life well lived.  

 

Barnaby Philips, former student of Anthony Kirk-Greene and former BBC 
correspondent 

To have been taught African colonial history by a man who helped to implement 
British imperial rule was an extraordinary experience, and one that is no longer 
possible. Anthony Kirk-Greene loved teaching African history, but above all he 
loved teaching about Nigeria, and in particular northern Nigeria. Like many 
British colonial administrators, I think he left his heart there. Some years after I 
ƭŜŦǘ hȄŦƻǊŘΣ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ../Ωǎ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴt, and travelled widely in 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ bƻǊǘƘΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜǎΩ ƻŦ 9ƳƛǊǎΣ 
in conversations with retired Nigerian civil servants in their GRA gardens, in 
encounters with Fulani herdsmen, I had a little insight into AnthoƴȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
Belatedly, I understood the gleam in his eye during tutorials when he managed 
to steer the conversation back to Northern Nigeria. Of course, Anthony was a 
man of his time, but he was no rigid apologist for empire, and gracious and 
affable when ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΦ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
LΩƳ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǘ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 
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